Commissioner Names EMC Coordinator

(/ommissioner Martinez recently appointed Michacl
Roluti, Manager of the Power Resources Othice, 1o be
Reclamation's Y2K embedded microchip (EMC) coordi-
nator. Roluti will lead Reclamartion™s KMO efforts,
working closcly with recional EMC area office staff and
the EMC "Technical Advisory Group (TAG). Tie will
also coordinare all EMC cfforts wirh Interior and other
ATENCICS,

Reclamation's Y2K program. pareicufarly the embed-
ded microchip activities, is one of Comnussioner
Martines’s top prioritics. Elecrric power has been
ranked among the top national concerns in terms of
potential svstem falures at the turn of the centurv. |t
1s impartant that Reclamarion’s power generation
facilities. as well as all vital warer facilities, are not
adversely affected by Y2K problems.

While Reclamation has been aggressively working for
some time addressing Y2K concerns, there is seill much
ro be done. Much of the effort has gone o aleer data-
bascs and computer programs thut cunnot make the
switch to the new millennium. but now a problem called
“cmbedded chips”™ is gaining attention.

-mbedded microchips are minfature cireuit boards
that control a mvriad of clectnesl deviees, such as tux
machines, telephones, and clevators to any of the
complex control svsicms that operate Reclamaton's
supply of warer and power.

Some EMCs depend on dates to operate, while
others do not. Date-dependent chips clectronically use
the dare to perform a specific function based on a
schedule. Microchips that do not recognize the vear
2000 and interprei it to be 1900 will cause the equip-
ment to malfuonction or simply cease to operarc.

Reclamation operates facilities 1n the 17 western
states and five regions. Reclamation project facilivies
srore 245 million acre-feer of water and deliver that
water to about 10 mullion acres, or one-tlird ot the
West's tmigated acreage. This stored water also provides
millions of gallons of warer tor municipal, rural, and
indusenial water needs,

Reclamation is the second targese producer ot
hvdroelectric power in the LS. with 39 powerplants,
194 generating units, and more than 14 mlhon kilo-
watts of installed capacitv. Y2ZK compliance of this
couipment spans not only the operation of water and
power facilitics, but is of concern in many relaicd
Reclamation programs. including emergeney manage-
ment, dam safery, and security, Adequate and rehable
compliant equipment is critical in preventing, idennfy-
ing, deteeting, notifyving, and responding to potential
crergeney situations at our factlities.




